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MEMORANDUM IFFOR: THE PRESIDIENT ‘f};{.v;/} .

FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFYT
SURJECT: Sovict Anti-Satellite Capability

.

The Sovict test of an anti-satellite interceptor Jast week, the second such
fest in the last two months, has emphasized the need to recexamine our
posturc in spacc and the vulnerability of our spacc assets.

For the last few months an NSC Panel of technical consultants has been
reviewing the direction of the future U, S. military related space program
-~ including the vulnerability of our space asscts. The Pancl has prepared
an Interim Report (Tab A) asscssing the capabilities and limitations of the
Soviet anti~satellite program and possible ncar-term U. S. countermea-
surcs. The Pancl concluded that:

-~ The Soviets have undertaken a broad based, well supported
i)rogl'mn to achicve an anti-satellite capability which could

| prevent U.S. satellites {rom over{lying the Sovict Union. The

Soviets probably already have a limited operational capability
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with their non-nuclear interceptor against U, S. low altitude
satellites. There is no cvidence as yet of a Soviet capability
against U.S. high allitude satellites

~~ Even though the Sovict capability is limited, it is probably
sufficient to comypletely deny U. S, satellite phofo reconnaissancs
missions for periods up to years if the Soviets were willing to
risk the serious repercussions such an attack in space would
enfail. They could also selectively deny soveral other critical
U, S Jow altitude missions, including the Navy ocean surveillance
safcllites and the cubmarine navipation satcellites.

-~ The lack of a clearly articulated statament of national sccurity
policy relative to the use of space has delayed U, 8, developinent
of availuble comtermensures for years and bas conlributed to
our current vulnerable posture in space, ‘
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-~ There arce number of near-term countermeasurces the U, S,
could crmiploy to minirize the bhupact of the Soviet anti-satellite
program. The technology is in hand to provide these capabilities
as soon as a decision is made to give increascd protection to our

safellites.

-= Development of a U, S, anti-satellite intervceptor, while technically
feasible, will not contribute to the survivability of U. 5. space
asscts. Other U.S. responscs are available to deter the Sovicts
from olfcnsive actions in spacc.

The Pancl has properly highlighted the problem we face today. We are very

* dependent on a relatively small number of Jow altitude satellite missions and
have done very little to protect them from Sovict attack, There are certain
pear~term actions we can take to enhance the survivability of our critical
military and infclligence satellites -- however, these actions have been
delaycd in the past, partly because of the lack of clear policy guidance in
this arca.

A draft NSDM is now being prepared to rectify the policy problem. This
NSDM would dircct: (1) the initiation of ncar-term survivability enhance-
ment measurcs for the photo reconnaissance satcllites and sclected other
critical spacec asscts as soon as possible, and (2) the planning for longer-
term survivability ineasurcs for all of our critical military and intelligence
satcllites. Coordination of this proposed NSDM with the major agencics
involved will take another week or two, following which I will present it

Keiqr piog g pieren wol Adosojoyd

for your considcration.

The Panel of technical congultanis is continuing its work and hopes to bave
a final report late this summuer.  The final report will expand cénsideration
of U. S, space vulnerabilitics and dependency, suggest a proper balance in
the military uce of space, analyze the need for a U, S0 capability for offen-
sive space operations, and review the implications of the space shuttle.
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