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April 17, 1963
NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 235

TO: The Secretary of Stats 2
The Secretary of Defenge:
The Secretary of the Interiocr
Thea Secretary of Commerce
The Sacretary of Agriculture
The Secretary of Health, Edocation, and Welfare
The Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission
The Administrator, National Aeronautics and Space Administration
The Director, Nationazl Science Foundation
The Special Assistant to the President for
. National Security Affairs ]
' “Tha Special Assistant to the Presidant for
Science and Technology

SUBJECT: Large-Scale Scientific or Technological Experiments with
Possible Adverse Envirommaental Effects

1 hawe approved the following policy guides governing the conduct
of larpe-scale scientific or technological experiments that might have
significant or protracted effects an the physical or biglogical envirenment.
Experiments which by their nature could result in domestic or foreign
allegations that they might have such eifects will be included in this
category even though the sponsoring agency feels confident that such
allegations would in fact prove to ba unfsunded.

1. The head ¢f any agency that propeses to undertake a large-
gcale scientific or technological experiment that raight have significant
oz protracted effects on the physical or biological environment will
call such proposals to the attention of the Special Assistant to the
President ior Science and Technology. Notification of such expsriments
will be given sufficiently in advance that they may be modified, postponed,
or cancelled, if such action is judged necessary in the national interest,

2. In support of proposals for such experiments, the sponscring
agency will prepare for the Special Assistant for Science and Technology
a detailed evaluation of the importance of the particular sxperiment and
the possible direct or indirect effscts that might be associated with it.

SIFIED
E.L. 123560, Sec. .4
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