NSAM 156

? . FILE COPY

| )
4 ; THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

TOR SECRET- May 26, 1962
MATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM 156
TO: The Secretary of State #3097
The Secretary of Delense #3398 °
The Dirccror of Central Intelligonce #399
The Director, Mational Aeronautics and #400
Space Administration
Thea Director, Arms Control ané Disarmament #401 | -
. Agency

1. We are now cngaged in several international negot.ations

on disarmarnent and peaceful uses of outer space, These

negotiations are likely to continue for a long time, and

may well grow in scope. They raise the problem of what

constitutes legitimate use of outer space, and in particular
’ the question of satellite reconnaissance.

i 2. In view of the great national scourity importance of

| our satellite reconnaissance programs, [ think it desirable
that we carefully review these negotiations with a view to
formulating o position which avoids the dangers of re-
stricting ourselves, compromising highly cl- ssified pro-
grams, or providing assistance of significani sailitary
value to the Soviet Union and which at the same time
permits us to continue to work for disarmament and
international cooperation in space. Accordingly, 1
request that the Department of State or ganize a com-
mittee for this purpese, with reproscntatives of all
addressees with safficient standing to permit them to

be fully copgnizant of all our programs in this area,

1 wish to receive your report and recormmendations by
1 July.

| !

' e Gen. Taylor #402
Mrs. Lincoln —

| Mz, Bundy [3).

| Mr. Johneon

nse Files (2) —
Sehdstivgie - f’;’.‘ar.-’ fien 5 aBecd)

i [Dispatched 5/2B/62) = —EED |
8. Sec. -

Tk o .huf.ea;a.anm LRcicinis
Ly b LR Piny ez

By, e
., __——-———‘_

Kennedy, John F. NSAM-156. “Negotiations on Disarmament and Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space.” National Archives and Records Administration. (ARC ID: 193545). 26 May 1962.
www.nara.gov.



Marshall Institute: National Security Space Project

Intentionally Left Blank






